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The mendacity of the preen has reached to

such a heighth. that, fur the most pari, news¬

paper statements are utterly discredited, and
no one believes the quarter of what they see-

in print. Everything seeuis infected with the

poison iif tying .telegraph reports, letters
from Washington, letters from the scenes of
military operations, editorial comments, all,
are more or less, filled with falsehood and ex¬

aggeration. The public journals have to occu¬

py sorue space every lay in contradicting the

publications of the day before. To (hose, who
are situated as we arc, the "brief chroniclers"
and recorders of passing events, it is a tiresome
and irksome task even to attempt to sift the

grain of wheat from the bushel of chaff, and it

is often impossible, to properly perform that |
duty.though we do our peat. Surely, in the j

matter of truth, the press, generally, now a*

days, knows not what it is. j
Fmsa. .Last night about 8 o'clock, a tire <

broke out in the bake-house of Mr. L. Appich in :

the rear of his store, on Royal street, near the j
market, which was extinguished after a por- j
turn of the wood work was destroyed, but be- j
fore much damage was done.
About half-past twelve o'clock this morning,

two frame buildings, on the corner of Payne
and Cameron streets, opposite Thomas's Soap
Factory, were consumed by fire.' They were

occupied at. the time but the furniture &c.,
was saved, (some in a damaged condition,) by
the exertions of the firemen and citizens..
The houses belonged to Messrs. R. G. Violett
and Wm. A. Sisson. There was no insurance.
The two steam tire engines and the Friend¬
ship and Sun engines were promptly at the
scenes of the fire and rendered very efficient aid.

New Theatrk..Mr. Ford, the well known,
energetic and popular manager of Ford's Thea-

-5,re, in Washington, has leased the ground
upon which stands the Cireus pavilion (the
sale of which was noticed in yesterday's Ga-
sefcte) and intends haying erected a fine brick
Theatre, to be completed in time for enter¬
tainments this Winter. The present frame
structure is so be removed at once and the
Theatre building commenced immediately, and
when completed, according to the plans, will
be one of the best arranged and handsomest
iwuctures of the kind in the country.

Alfred Spates, President of the Chesapeake
& Ohio Canal Company, was arrested yester¬
day morning by a government detective and
taken before Col. Fish in Baltimore. The
charges against Mr. Spates were numerous,

most of them having reference to his alleged
interviews with Gen. Lee and Geo. Ewell du¬
ring the late campaign in Maiyland and Penn¬
sylvania, ' Col. Fish sent Mr. Spates to Fort
McHenry, to there await a trial by military
sommiasion, unless the esse is 'otherwise dis¬
posed of by the authorities ai Wanhington.

Several arrests have lately been made at

Hagerstown, Md., of persons charged with
awing information to the Confederates during
Gen. Lee's rccent advance into Maryland..
i wo of tb--rc wora ladies, who have bees sent

| The president oi the Chesapeake and Ohio
[ Canal Co., upon hearing of the interruption of
canal trade, immediately came to Washington
and made arrangements with the authorities
to guard the canal and insure the safe trans¬

portation of coal, &c., to market; and boatmen
report the line well guarded. The whole num-

j ber of arrivals by canal during the month of
At gust were about 135. of which about 95
were loaded with coal. The revenue received

I at the Georgetown office during the month

| was small, not exceeding $4,000.

The soap and tallow warehouse of Mr. Win.

| L. Davison, in Georgetown, I). C., was con-

| sumed by fire this mormng before day. A ne-

| gro woman and two children, sleeping in the

I upper part oi the building, perished in the
I flames.
A bill for establishing a paid fire department

in Washington, has passed the common council
i of that citv.

v

| A man has been arrested in Baltimore, and
I held to bail, to answer to the charge of k'en¬

ticing sLwes to runaway from their masters."

Five Confederate prisoners confined in Fort
Delaware, recently made their escape and have
arrived in Richmond.
The Washington Star thinks thai the report j

ofthe sinking of the Yanderbiltby the Georgia j
is a mistake.
The Radical emancipationists' State Con¬

vention of Missouri, met on Monday. Judge
Wells, of Cole county, presided, assisted by
vice presidents from each Congressional dis¬
trict, Four fifths of the counties of the State
are represented.
The Union State Convention of New York j

which meets to-day promises to be unusually J
large. The outside pressure is tremendous..

j Among the prominent men present are Sena¬
tor Morgan, Horace Greeley, II. J. Raymond,
and Mayor Oj-dyke.

Advices from Japan to the 24th June, con- j1
firm the intelligence that the indemnity claim- j
ed by the British had been partly paid, and i

that peace for the present will be maintained. !
Fourteen substitute** for drafted men, . who I

were placed in the 1 'Exchange,M Walnut j
street, Harrisburg. under guard, escaped Mon- |
day mght. They were in an upprer story, and |

| succeeded in eluding the vigilance of the
I guard, who thought their prisoners were

\ asleep, by climbing out a back window, and
j letting themselves to the ground by means of
; their blankets and canteen strings which they
! tied together.

The New York Express of yesterday says:.
: "Some of the troops belonging to the army of ;

| occupation in this city.namely, the Third
! Michigan regiment and a section of artillery. J
left this city yesterday for Troy. They are to j
be used to protect the draft in that city and
vicinity. Troy will be tak^n if Richmond is '

cot. *J I
Major George W. Everett, of the 9th New |

| Hampshire Regiment, died suddenly at the j
Gibson House, io Cincinnati, last Friday. He j

; was on his return from Yickshurg, and In bad ;

I health. A contraband, acting as his servant, I

j robbed him after death of nearly $300, of I
\ which $275 was subsequently recovered and
| the thief anrSfstvii j
s i

- r ivu u j nh Hy y j | j
Cairo. September 1..Brig. Gen. Bfat

a number of other Confederate officer*' "fabelow, passed through to-day, en route <-
Johnson's Island, in charge of Lieut^s!Wright.
The Menaphi« Bulletin of the Mill u!riii:

learns from Mr. Kay, recently a prisoner"
Little Rock, that the Confederate f;jrv |
that place is forty thousand strong, tt8m.
whom are conscripts from sixteen to t«ixl

j years old. Only half of them are aimed
| They are commanded by Generals Kirk
i Smith, and Prico. They are erecting fortj
cations on the opposite side of the river, thi
teen miles from Little Rock.

It is reported that Genetal Blunt is march.
| ing on Arakadelplna.
A later dispatch from Fort Leaven worst

states that General Blunt crossed the Arkan¬
sas river on the 23d ult., with six tbousans
men and twelve pieces of artillery. The Con¬
federates, estimated at twenty-five thousand
declined battle and fell back. Reports lro,t
Port Scott to the 27th of last month say that
Blunt has been defeated, with a loss oi tfel
hundred men.

Banishment of Confederate Sympathizers.
Kansas Cur, Mo., September l.-Abostf

sixty persons, chiefly the heads of familits, an-i
residents of this eitv and vicinity who are w-

. " (;
lieved to be aiders and abettors of the Contedj
racy5 or strong sympathizers with it. have;
been ordered by General Ewing to remofcj
from the District. The list includes many cj
the wealthiest and most influential familiesij ;

this vicinity, Their houses will be taken fc|
thefamiliet of Union refugees.
A number of orders for the removal of leal

ing sympathizers at W estport, Inbepewivncc||
are also being made out,

Not True..After proper inquiry, wean

able to assure the public that the statement d

the A'cw York Herald. {telegraphedfrom 3fo
or*) embraces nothing but misrepresents

rir!5^f:tbe purp?rt of' President Lincoln's Jetf
ftn neo'i .te° Springfield mass meefiuj

r- ^ totally false in each and all itsai!e?s-
ions. aa to be almost too ridiculous to requir;
this contradiction..[Wash. Star.

Stampede of Slaves. .The exodus from
lis country still goes on; indeed so greatM

it become, that many people begin to M
upon^ it as a matter of course. On Sunda;
morning last nine slaves of Mr. Philemo:
bnltith all that he had on his farm, aboa

i^r° m,,.3 n°rth of this place, decamped £01

Zoar lor "American citizens of African dej
scent. -[RookyjJle (Md.) Sentinel, Aug 2
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